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Just One More Day
Isaiah 58:9b-14; Luke 13:10-17

If you're a fan of Jeopardy! you know answers always come before
questions.  So here's the answer: Thomas Hurley's treatment as a contestant
on the show made me wince.  The question: What's an example of
insensitivity and pointless legalism?

Thomas Hurley, an eighth grader from Newtown, Connecticut was
chosen to participate in Jeopardy's Kid's Week.  He had the misfortune to
compete alongside Skyler Hornback who won more than $66,000.  Neither
Thomas nor the young lady beside him was in contention as they entered
Final Jeopardy.  The answer that flashed before the trio was: Abraham
Lincoln called this document, which took effect in 1863, a "fit and necessary
war measure."  The young lady wrote, "What is the second amendment?" and
Alex Trebek informed her that was incorrect.  Thomas' question was revealed
next: "What is the Emanciptation Proclamation?"  Upon close examination it
was clear Thomas put a letter "t" where it didn't belong, inserting it just after
the "p."  Before the studio audience, Thomas' family and all of his friends, the
millions who would later watch the episode, and God, Alex Trebek announced
Thomas had badly misspelled his question and would not receive credit for
his response.  Thomas added a single letter to a twelve letter word making it
a most unlucky thirteen, which was his age at the time he made his terrible
and unforgivable error.  When Trebek read Skyler's question he told Skyler,
the audience and Thomas that Skyler had spelled emancipation correctly!  If
Thomas had been given credit for his question he would have finished more
than $55,000 behind Skyler.  He couldn't win, but that's no reason to treat him
like a loser.  

At the end of the show, when the credits began to roll, Thomas stood
with his parents who did their best to console their son who had been told at
least twice in the past five minutes that he badly misspelled a word and lost. 
Thomas fought back tears.  People contacted Jeopardy! to let the judges and
Trebek know how insensitively Thomas had been treated, reminding them the
show is not a spelling bee.  Jeopardy! officials responded: If Jeopardy! were
to give credit to an incorrect response [however minor] the show would
effectively penalize the other players.
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Trebek, the judges and the leader of the synagogue shared the same
perspective regarding the relative importance of people and rules.  Jesus was
on his way to Jerusalem, approaching his final jeopardy as he continued to
teach and offer hope and wholeness to those who longed for freedom from
the oppression of hatred, bigotry and disease.  He encountered a woman who
for almost two decades had been crippled.  In a way she was the answer that
flashed before his eyes as he offered praise to God.  His response, his
question was, "Why shouldn't she be healed."  Before she asked anything of
him, before she even acknowledged who he was or what she hoped he might
be, Jesus called to her, touched her and she was healed.  As she
straightened up she began to praise God, which is what folks in the
synagogue were supposed to do.

The synagogue leader became indignant because Jesus misspelled
Sabbath by adding a letter of compassion where the leader was certain it
didn't belong.  "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day."   Notice the irate
leader doesn't address Jesus.  He doesn't tell Jesus to come some other day
and cure others; he tells the healed woman and the rest of the congregation
they should come on days other than the Sabbath to be made whole.  But the
healed woman wasn't the one who misspelled Sabbath: Jesus did.  I doubt
the leader had the courage to face Jesus.  

The synagogue leader wanted to uphold the law, to keep the Sabbath. 
The prophet Isaiah pointed out keeping the Sabbath as God intended was
crucial to the life of the nation.  There was an ancient Jewish belief that if all
of God's people perfectly kept a Sabbath then the Messiah would come. 
Isaiah encouraged the people to make sure the Sabbath wasn't simply
another day for pursuing their own interests, for being about business or
pleasure as usual.  Observing the Sabbath is important.

Years ago throughout the South legislative bodies enacted Blue Laws
prohibiting businesses from operating on Sunday as if it were just another
day.  When I was a child my mother once pondered why more folks didn't
have the theological and moral wherewithal to uphold the sanctity of the
Sabbath.  We'd gone to a restaurant after Sunday services; the waiter put the
plates before us filled with our food when my mother said, "I don't know why
folks have to work on Sunday!"  There wasn't a trace of irony in her voice.

The synagogue leader questioned why someone would work, would
choose to heal on the Sabbath; the crippled woman had eighteen years of
reasons.  The synagogue leader thought Jesus and the woman colluded to
defile the Sabbath.  Jesus thought he and the woman lived out the essence

2



of the Sabbath.  It's a day of restoration and wholeness; it's a day devoted to
God.  The woman labored for eighteen years with an infirmity that had no
cure; Jesus gave her an eternal Sabbath that day.  The synagogue leader
thought upholding the Sabbath more important than the woman's plight; Jesus
thought upholding the woman, healing her and making her whole, fulfilled the
Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for humanity; humanity wasn't made for the
Sabbath.  

The commandments were given for humanity, and one of the ten is
about the Sabbath.  Rules are important and not keeping them can bring
about chaos, or at least misunderstanding.  On the most popular radio show
in Washington D.C., a fertility clinic runs an ad that begins with a woman
speaking these words: Are you trying to have a baby without success?  When
I first encountered the commercial I thought I had surely misheard it.  Why
would anyone want an unsuccessful baby?  Can you imagine the testimonials. 
My wife and I were trying to have a mediocre child who never amounted to
much and the fertility clinic helped us have the child of our dreams.  We
always hoped our child would never find suitable employment and always live
at home and because of the great help offered us at the fertility clinic we are
the proud parents of an unsuccessful baby!  I think the ad writers meant to
ask, Are you trying without success to have a baby?  But instead they wrote
without success because they didn't follow the rules of grammar.

Judaism developed a system of rules and regulations regarding the
Sabbath so folks might better know what is and isn't work.  They wanted to
avoid any misunderstandings.  Jesus pointed out taking care of an animal's
needs on the Sabbath isn't considered labor.  How much more than is healing
a child of God on the Sabbath not an act of work but of grace.  Jesus
demonstrated a person's needs are more important than Sabbath rules.  The
synagogue leader thought the confrontation could have been avoided if Jesus
and the woman had simply followed the rules and waited one more day.

One more day.  That's what those in power often say to those who long
for something more, who hope things will change, who pray today and
tomorrow can be different.  One more day is what those who suffer are often
told by those who don't.  You misspelled emancipation; come back another
day.  You've been bent over for eighteen years; come back tomorrow.  You
believe people and people's needs are more important than a legalistic
interpretation of the rules; come back some other time.

Fifty years ago this Wednesday tens of thousands marched in DC for
civil rights.  I was ten years old, and I don't recall the event, which may have
to do as much with the color of my skin as my age.  Segregation was the rule
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then, and many leaders believed the rule should be kept.  There might be a
change some time, but not today.  Just wait one more day.  Just wait a few
more years.  Just wait.  Though crippled by oppression, bent over by bigotry,
suffering in ways those who are not afflicted will never understand - just wait
one more day.  They marched on a Wednesday, though it seemed like a
Sabbath.  The last speaker of the day was Martin Luther King, Jr.  He stood
at the Lincoln Memorial before the statue of the man who signed the
Emancipation Proclamation that Thomas Hurley badly misspelled.  King said
he had been to the mountain; he had seen the Promised Land.  There would
come a day when people would be judged by the content of their character
and not the color of their skin.  He prayed it would be today; he saw no need
to wait one more day.  Some believed there were rules and regulations to be
upheld and King argued people were more important than flawed laws.

Isaiah believed that, too.  Isaiah reminds us we have a responsibility to
give food to the hungry and to satisfy the needs of the afflicted.  Peoples'
needs take precedence.  Meeting these needs, making them priorities builds
up a nation, according to the prophet, allowing light to triumph over darkness. 
This morning we gave thanks for Backpack Buddies, a program that provides
weekend meals for children who are at risk for hunger.  It's a good work to do,
and it's work to be done on the Sabbath and every day.  Hunger doesn't
cease because it's Sunday; injustice doesn't take a break on the Sabbath;
prejudice doesn't take the weekend off.  It isn't right to ask those who suffer
from any affliction to wait one more day.

The admonition to love God with all one's heart, soul and mind and
strength and to love one's neighbor as one's self isn't suspended because it's
Sunday.  In worship we are reminded to love God and God's children.  The
Sabbath isn't an excuse to ignore a neighbor's needs.  Worship that focuses
on God and loses sight of God's children and their needs isn't worship.  When
we give our hearts and lives to God we give our hearts and lives to those God
loves, and God loves all of God's children.

That's what bothered me about Alex Trebek and the judges of Jeopardy!
They had an opportunity to celebrate with a young man who came within a
letter of being right, and instead belittled a young man who wasn't letter
perfect.  They did so because they held to a legalism devoid of compassion. 
The synagogue leader had an opportunity to rejoice with a woman whose
body was no longer twisted and instead he got bent out of shape.  It's as if
Trebek and the leader said, "Better luck next time; come back tomorrow."

Jesus said there was no need to wait another day.  There's no reason
to wait for tomorrow to feed those who are hungry, to set free those who are

4



oppressed, to heal those who are broken, to provide for those who are in
need.  The Sabbath and every other day are good days to offer and receive
the grace and love that make us whole.  

Tomorrow isn't simply the next day; tomorrow is an eternity when your
child is hungry.  Tomorrow is forever when you are racked with pain, have no
insurance and no hope of help.  Tomorrow seems longer than you can endure
when you see no end to hatred and violence. 

God help us to never tell those who long for wholeness, who hunger for
affirmation, who desire to be free that they must wait another day.   Perhaps
when we offer the grace, mercy and love of God to those in need we
transform each day into a Sabbath.  The Sabbath is not just one more day;
it's today and every day we live and share the healing grace of God.  Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer August 25, 2013

God of the ages, who was and is and is to come, in our times of worship
and in all the circumstances of our lives, we stand in awe of the generosity of
your gifts to us, and with grateful hearts, we offer to you our thanks and
praise.  We give you thanks that you have called out faithful witnesses and
have continued to reveal your Word of truth in all times and places.  And we
give you thanks that you call us and speak to us in this place and for our own
time.  Make of us faithful hearers and doers of your Word.  Disturb our ways
of living and thinking until they accord with your ways.  Stretch and challenge
us through your call to a costly discipleship and cradle us in the strong arms
of your mercy.  Speak to us in the grandeur of your creation and whisper to
us in a still, small voice, that your face might not be hidden from us, but that
we might know your wisdom and follow in your paths.  We praise you, O God,
for your grace that continues to pursue us and your love that will not let us go. 

God of this present moment, continue to guide us through Christ, who
calls us, that we might live out that call faithfully.  Give us words of hope to
offer to those who need your assuring presence.  Give us gentle hands and
hearts to heal those whose bodies and spirits are plagued by illness.  Give us
strength enough to uphold those burdened by worry and weighed down with
fears.  Help us to be present with those who are lonely and fill us with
compassion for those whose needs overshadow their hope.  And may we, in
all things, O God, remember to rely not on our own resources, but to depend
upon your eternal source of love and grace.  We pray in the name of the
Christ who redeems us and by the power of the Spirit who sustains us. 
Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister
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